


Foreword

Children have a larger stake in tackling the challenge of climate 
change than adults, largely because if we do not take timely 
and effective action, the impacts of climate change would get 
much worse over time. This would affect the lives of today’s 
children, who by the time they become adults would have 

to face some of the worst consequences of climate change in every aspect of 
their lives. It is becoming increasingly clear that climate change is resulting in 
an increase in the frequency and intensity of extreme events such as floods, 
droughts, heatwaves, and extreme precipitation events. Warming of the earth 
is leading to the melting of large bodies of ice across the planet and thermal 
expansion of the ocean, as a result of which sea level is rising. This would 
affect hundreds of millions of people in several parts of the planet. In fact, 
if any part of the ice sheets in western Antarctica and Greenland were to 
collapse, it may cause a sea-level rise of several metres. This would not only 
devastate large coastal areas across the globe and submerge several small island 
states, but also turn hundreds of millions of people into climate refugees. All 
of this could lead to conflict and threaten peace in the world.
 Schoolchildren need to understand the gravity of this challenge. They 
can put pressure on their elders to bring about major lifestyle changes and 
influence social actions and government policies by which we can bring about 
rapid and large-scale reduction of emissions of greenhouse gases. The sooner 
we take effective measures in this direction, the greater the probability of 
avoiding the worst impacts of climate change. I am happy to introduce the 
book Making Sense of Climate Change, and I hope children not only in India 
but in other countries also would read the contents of these pages and take 
them to heart in responding with action. We need to give the children of 
today a bright, safe, and secure future.

(R K Pachauri)
Director-General, TERI, and 

Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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